
BALLAST 
WATER

APEM and Intertek have teamed up to provide testing 
and management of ballast water, helping ship 
owners and ports to meet the requirements of the 
International Maritime Organisation’s Ballast Water 
Management Convention.

Meeting the challenge of non-native species



Services

Sampling 
A network of staff based at ports 
around the world makes it possible 
to collect samples of ballast water for 
analysis in our laboratories.

Testing 
Testing of marine and freshwater 
ballast water for microbial composition 
and salinity, as well as phytoplankton 
and zooplankton communities, 
including non-native species.

Reporting 
Reporting of the Regulation D-2 
standard, based on agreed numbers of 
organisms per unit of volume.

Advice 
Environmental assessment and advice 
on treatment systems for ballast water.

Concern over the risks 
posed by non-native species 
in ballast water is on the rise, 
bringing new requirements 
for ship owners and ports 
from the International 
Maritime Organisation.

To help, APEM and Intertek have created 
an international network of laboratories, 
field teams and scientists to sample and 
test ballast water, and to provide advice 
on managing ballast water and controlling 
the risks of invasive species.
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APEM and Intertek bring you:

Quality – Robust scientific data  
from trusted companies. Both 
companies are ISO 9001 certified 
and APEM runs the NMBAQC 
laboratory scheme.  

Expertise – APEM’s team of 45 
taxonomists and Intertek’s global 
network of laboratories analyse 
thousands of samples each year 
from locations around the world.

Value – Efficient solutions delivered 
alongside our other services.

Convenience – Intertek’s offices 
throughout the world mean we are 
never far away.

Service – Professional, flexible 
and friendly.

Capability – A global network of 
laboratories, sampling teams and 
expert staff.

Safety – Strict H&S procedures 
ensure the safety of staff, clients 
and the public.

Case study: Orkney harbour

Past cases have demonstrated the dramatic 
environmental, economic and public 
health issues caused by the introduction 
of invasive species into new locations via 
ballast water.

To help prevent this, Intertek and APEM 
are supporting the Orkney Islands 
Council Harbour Authority (OICHA) 
with a ground breaking ballast water 
management plan. Intertek carried out 
extensive environmental assessment and 
complex marine modelling to investigate 
and support OICHA’s Ballast Water 
Management Policy for discharging both 
exchanged and treated ballast water. 
With the plan now in action, teams from 
Intertek gather ballast water samples 
from ships in the dock that are then 
analysed by laboratories at APEM and 
Intertek. The work addresses the Ballast 
Water Management Convention from the 
International Maritime Organisation and 
requires very high scientific standards.

About APEM
APEM is Europe’s leading marine and 
freshwater consultancy, with 125 staff in 
ten locations in the UK, US and Germany, 
including the largest benthic taxonomy 
laboratories in Europe.

About Intertek
With 38,000 employees in 100 countries 
around the world, Intertek is the global 
leader in consultancy, auditing, inspection, 
testing, training and certification. Only 
the company’s presence at ports around 
the world makes it possible to carry out 
comprehensive and convenient ballast 
water testing.

For more information visit
www.apemltd.co.uk 
www.intertek.com


